
  

        
 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

What is OBOB? 
Oregon Battle of the Books is an optional reading tournament for 4th & 5th graders. Students form teams 
of four to five members, read this year’s OBOB books, and challenge each other in a battle of 
comprehension and memory. Students form their own teams or will be matched to a team. All interested 
students will have the opportunity to participate. 
 
Does my child have to read ALL sixteen Books? 
Students do not need to read all the books (although they certainly can!). Team members divide up the 
reading and everyone has a chance to contribute during the tournament. Each student should read at 
least five books. 
 
My child is unable to find a team. Can s/he still participate? 
Absolutely! ALL INTERESTED STUDENTS will be put on a team. The OBOB chairs will work together 
with teachers for best placement of any student without a team. OBOB is a great way to make new 
friends. 
 
How is a team organized? 
Members contribute to the dynamic of the team, deciding on the frequency of meetings outside of class, 
the manner in which they study and the goals/values for the team. While parents can act as the team’s 
coach(es) and help with logistic and encouragement, we recommend that teammates learn to 
self-organize (which will be coached on during school tactics session meetings), make decisions among 
themselves, and take ownership of the process and outcomes.. 
 
How do the alternates work? 
A team is made up of four to five players. If a team has five players, one must sit out during a battle. 
Teammates decide amongst themselves the rotation schedule for battles.  We encourage teams to 
balance fairness and rotation strategy. All members must battle at least once. 
 
What is a team Spokesperson? 
The team Spokesperson is the designated person who answers each question during a battle. The 
moderator will only accept answers from this Spokesperson. We encourage each team member to be a 
Spokesperson at least once to develop public speaking confidence, even if only during mock battles. 
 
What kinds of questions are asked? 
There are sixteen questions total, with one team taking the odds and one team taking the evens. The first 
eight are "In Which Book" questions, which must be answered with both the full title and author. The final 
eight questions are "Content" questions, where teams must answer a question from a specific book. If a 
team answers incorrectly, the opposing team is given the opportunity to answer and steal those points. 
 
Tell me about the Battle Bracket and play-off? 
Fourth and Fifth grade teams compete in separate brackets, battling TWICE in a round-robin style 
tournament. Battles are held during lunch recess, beginning the second/third week of January. Every 
OBOB team is guaranteed two battles. The eventual 4th grade champion will take on the 5th grade 
champion, with the School Champion representing Bonny Slope at the Regional Battle in early March on 
a Saturday morning (date tbd). 
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So we have a baseball tournament during the Regional Competition, can my child still participate? 
By signing the team contract, each student agrees to be available for both the Regional & State 
Tournaments. If your student ultimately ends up on the winning Bonny Slope team & is unable to 
represent Bonny Slope (and that team has no alternate), the second place team will take that team’s 
place. 
 
Where can I find this year’s OBOB titles and check out the books? 
This year’s book list can be found here.  The ENTIRE state of Oregon uses the same book list, so 
borrowing these titles from a library can be challenging. Students will have to share, borrow & work 
together to be sure all titles are read. In addition to Bonny Slope’s and Cedar Mill Library, these books 
can be found through Scholastic, Powell’s, Amazon & thriftbooks.com.  
 
How is OBOB organized and implemented at Bonny Slope? 
OBOB is funded entirely by the Bonny Slope Community Organization (BSCO), and is organized by 
parent volunteers.  The school administration and teachers provide guidance/coordination assistance and 
encourage students to participate.  
 
How can parents help with OBOB? 
If parents can spare about 60 minutes during 4th & 5th grade lunch recess for the three weeks of battles 
in Jan/Feb, please email the OBOB committee at obob@bonnyslopebsco.org.  We need about 8 
moderators, timekeepers and scorekeepers as well as facilitators for the tactic sessions (training 
provided). For a positive experience, encourage the benefits of teamwork, cooperative learning and 
collaboration with your child/children. 
 
Other Things to Know 
● Teams get to come up with cool names. 
● Raffle prizes, treats and coaching tips provided at OBOB tactic session meetings! 
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